upon any capitalist country and  entirely   serve to  satisfy
the needs of its own people.
Both industry and agriculture in the Soviet Union have
entered on a new and powerful upswing.
Here are a few facts,
This year the gross grain harvest has already reached
the level of the prewar year 1940. We achieved this in
spite of the fact that the crop area has not yet attained
the prewar level, and that the heavy loss of tractors and
farm machinery sustained by agriculture in the period of
enemy occupation has not yet ibeen -repaired. All the great-
er is the significance of the fact that, thanks to more
efficient use of available machines, and to considerable
improvement in the organization of the labour of the col-
lective farmers, the grain yield this year exceeded that of
the prewar year 1940. We are now fully aware that our
principal task in agriculture is to achieve a further increase
in the yield of grain and other crops.
Everybody knows how successfully the grain deliver-
ies proceeded this year, to which our Government has al-
ways attached the utmost significance. The competition
which developed between region and region, and district
and district, as well as between republic and republic,
yielded valuable results. You know of this from the nu-
merous letters addressed to Comrade Stalin which have been
published in our press. In spite of the drought which
afflicted a large xpart of the Volga area, the fulfilment of
the plan for grain deliveries this year is successfully near-
ing completion. A whole number of regions and territories
have delivered to the state far more grain this year than
last year, and more than they did in prewar years. Suffice
it to say that 131 million poods of grain were delivered
this year more than last year in the Ukraine, 77 million
poods in the Northern Caucasus and 40 million poods
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